
This is not the last Newsletter.  
Although this will be the last 
printed and mailed Newsletter. 
We are going GREEN.  If you 
wish to continue to get the News-
letter inform us of an email that 
we may send it to.  We will no 
longer print and mail them out. 

We hope that everyone enjoyed the Ap-
preciation Dinner at the Pyramid Club. 
It was good to see everyone.  
 
We can’t continue without thanking 
Robert and Char for their leadership 
over the past two years. What a great 
job they did keeping our chapter togeth-
er. They are a big reason we have stayed 
so involved. Thanks so much Robert 
and Char. But, I would not let them es-
cape that easy.  Robert and Char are 
going to help out the chapter as Assis-
tant Chapter Directors. 
 
Our thanks also go out to Don and Dan-
ni for their work as treasurer over the 
last 13 years. There are many details 
with that position that we are not aware 
of and Don and Danni handled them 
with ease. I am so happy that they are 
going to stay on staff as Assistant Ride 
Coordinator and Secretary. Thank you!    
 
It’s official that we are now the new 
Directors of IL-Z2. Ron Morrison has 
stepped up and will be one of our Assis-
tant Chapter Directors. Ron Walldren 

has resigned his role as a “JAMer” and 
has taken on the role as Chapter Edu-
cator. Steve Willuweit has also stepped 
up to become the Chapter Treasurer.  
Doug Koglin has returned to his former 
position as the Events Coordinator.  I 
think that we have a great team in 
place and I am looking forward to the 
upcoming year. 
 
I can’t say that we have saved Z2 from 
folding yet. Yet, meaning the jury is 
still out on that and I hope that the jury 
stays sequestered prior to making that 
decision for years to come. It is going 
to take help from more than the current 
officers to keep this going.  
 
We need to make new friends within 
Z2 to insure that we keep our mem-
bers.  We can’t be cliquish. We need 
new members.  We cannot allow any 
new members to go away.  We just 
need to have more FUN. 
 
Article continued on page 7 
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Our next two 
meetings are   
Sunday Decem-
ber 11th and 
Sunday January 
8th at the con-
venient Old 
Country Buffet 
on North Ave in 
Northlake, Illi-
nois.  Visit us 
on the web at 

www.ilz2.com 

 



 

Sunday 12/11 Monthly meeting at OCB, breakfast at 7:30am, meet-

ing at 8:30am; 2012 planning meeting to follow at Tony & Sharon’s 

home, 7918 W Birchdale Ave, Elmwood Park 

Sunday 1/8 Monthly meeting at OCB, breakfast at 7:30am, meeting 

at 8:30am 

Saturday 1/28 After Holiday Party 4pm at Trattoria Peppino, 7440 

W. North Ave, Elmwood Park; don’t forget your White Elephant 

gift! 

Sunday 2/12 Monthly meeting at OCB, breakfast at 7:30am, meet-

ing at 8:30am 

Sunday 2/19 Al’s Char House 4pm,  

*Event planned pending date: Texas Holdem’ Night 

**Join the “Breakfast Club” that meets punctually every Wednesday 

morning at (see club website for details—the Breakfast Club has 

MOVED and will be determining a new location before next 

Wednesday).** 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Winter’s Upcoming Events 
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Come out and Come out and Come out and Come out and 

ride with us!!! ride with us!!! ride with us!!! ride with us!!! 

We guarantee We guarantee We guarantee We guarantee 

an enjoyable an enjoyable an enjoyable an enjoyable 

time!!time!!time!!time!!    

Support our 
Sponsors! Tell 
them: “I saw 
your message 
in the 
Chicagoland 
Wings 
Newsletter!”  



GWRRA Chapter IL-Z2 Meets at the Old Country Buffet restaurant in 
Northlake, IL (708) 836-9966 on the second Sunday of every month. 
Breakfast at 7:30am,meeting at 8:30am.  We ride after the meeting!!  
(weather permitting) 
 
The Old Country Buffet is located just east of I-294 and I-290 at the North 
Ave Exit.  Look for us between the Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club in the shop-
ping center/lot. 
 
Our next two meetings will be on Sunday December 11th and Sunday Jan-
uary 8th.  Please join us!!! 
 
For additional updated information, go to our NEWLY UPDATED  
WEBSITE at www.ilz2.com 

GWRRA National Website 
www.gwrra.org 
 
Wing World Magazine- 
www.wingworldmag.com 
 
Des Plaines Honda- 
www.dshonda.com 
 
Zone Honda- 
www.motorcyclezone.net 

Region E America’s Heartland 
Directors Dave and Gwen Carter 
Foxwing1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Region Website  www.gwrra-region-e.com 
 
District Website www.gwrra-ildistrict.org 
 
Chapter IL-Z2 website-www.ilz2.com 
 
IL-Z2 monitors CB Channel 2 
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District Website www.gwrra-ildistrict.org 
Your District Officers & Staff 

Illinois District Directors 

 Dan & Martha Ribbing DD  

 logos@ezeeweb.com 

Assistant District Directors  

(VACANT) ADD -Chicagoland 

Tony & Donna Gaitros ADD-Southeast IL 

Redell Morgan ADD-Northern IL  

Jack & Hazel Burton ADD-Central IL 

District Educator  

 Jerry & Sue Allhands 

Asst Dist. Educator 

 Dan & Lynn Rasmussen 

District MFA Coordinators 

 Mike & Jan Buzick 

District Treasurers  

 Walter & Jean Potwora 

District MED 

 Dan & Lynn Rasmussen 

District MAD 

 Larry & Loraine Kolling 

District Patch Coordinator 

 Lori Heffelfinger 

District LTD Coordinator 

 Cindy Janas 

LTD Instructors 

 George & Ketra Wanamaker 

 Don & Cindy Janas 

 Dave & Sherre Leavans 

 Jim & Jean Stout 

 Ron & Cheryl Deckard 

 Mike & Jan Buzick  

 Steve & Sandy Schlager 

 Walter & Jean Potwora 

 Dan & Martha Ribbing 

 Kimberly Morgan 

 Ed Haggerty  

Dist. COY & IOY Coordinators 

 Steven & Diane Gottschalk 

District Couple of the Year 

 Steven & Diane Gottschalk 

District Individual of the Year 

 Karen Pauli 

District Newsletter Editor 

 Karen Pauli 

District Webmaster 

 Randy & Melody House 

 

 

Region E America’s Heartland 
Directors Clayton & Lynda Alcorn  
b2momdad@charter.net 
 
Region Website  www.gwrra-region-e.com 
 
Chapter IL-Z2 website-www.ilz2.com 
 
IL-Z2 monitors CB Channel 2 
 

GWRRA National Website 
www.gwrra.org 
 
Wing World Magazine- 
www.wingworldmag.com 
 
Des Plaines Honda- 
www.dshonda.com 
 
Zone Honda- 
www.motorcyclezone.net 

Happy December Birthday!!! 

  JoAnn Hallerud 12/7 
  Maria Bijou 12/31 
 
If your birthday is this month and it is not listed 
here, please contact Melanie Doyle at  
mrsdoyle1982@gmail.com and let us know!!! 
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Chapter Educator 
Ron Walldren 

Winterize your Ride - Fear, Uncertainty, & Doubt 
(FUD) 
By Claude “No-chrome” Mitchell 
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/pdf/ridered/Winterize(FUD).pdf 
 
It’s that time of year again; time to put your mighty steed 

up for the winter. Since this is my first 
winter I was extremely interested in just how to put a bike 
up for the winter. I learned (to no surprise) that 
for storing a bike everybody has an idea of just how it 
should be done (everybody has an opinion and 
another part of their anatomy). What is the best, well in my 
investigation I didn’t find a “BEST” what I 
found were general practices, and a lot of just plain old 
mother wit”. On one hand you have individuals 
saying do this, and then another saying do that. I will at-
tempt to give you a look into the mysterious 
world of “WINTERIZING” WHOOOOOO HAHAHAHA-
HAHA!!!! (Insert sinister laugh here). 
 
When people talk about putting up their ride, one thing 
comes to mind FUD. FUD is Fear, Uncertainty, & Doubt. 
The fear about if what your doing will harm your bike, the 
uncertainty about what your doing, and the doubt about 
doing it. This article is the “FUD BUSTER” Typically 
most winterizing procedures involve certain sets of equip-
ment or elements. The most common are…Oil, Gas, Tires, 
Battery, Surface prep & Covering, And for added excite-
ment; rodent prevention (ew!!) 
 
HERE WE GO…. 
 
Oil 
Most sources agree to “change the Oil”. This is because 
“Thars acid in that thar crankcase”. This is the most com-
monly accepted practice; however 2 gentlemen had an in-

teresting take on changing the oil. 
Mike Allen of Maine… 
“I have never changed oil before putting away. They don’t 
do that at a dealer, and bikes sit all winter. 
The bikes at assembly plants don’t get oil changes before 
lay up. No need to change oil.” 
OR 
Mr. John Luciano of Connecticut 
“I change my oil every 3,000 miles if that happens just  

 
 
 
before storage it gets changed if not it gets 
changed after winter.” 
FUD BUST…The ACID effect is the most common reason 
given for CHANGING engine oil. It seems that these acids 
form during the normal combustion, condensation, heating, 
etc, of an external combustion engine. Both of these gentle-
men have very valid reasons for NOT changing the Oil. 
The bottom line is this; if you’re at the end of a change 

cycle, then change the oil it, If not let it be. There seems to 
be plenty of convincing evidence that not changing it 
doesn’t hurt, but changing doesn’t either. If your really in 
fear of the dreaded “CRANKCASE ACID BEAST” (insert 
scream here) then opt for the change. I wouldn’t bother 
with the filter unless it was at the end of the life of the pre-
sent oil. If it is, then “FILTER BE GONE WITH THEE”. 
 
GAS 
No FUD here. The OVERWHELMING OPINION is that 
Stabul is your friend, WITHIN THE DARK CONFINES 
OF YOUR FUEL SYSTEM it is your only friend. Makes 
one wonder why they just don’t put Stabil in the gas any-
way. 
The only controversy is when to put it in the tank, some 
say put it in with the tank full, and then run the bike for 
about 10 or 15 minutes. Others say let the tank get ½ emp-
ty, then Stabul it, run the bike, 10 or 15 minutes, then fill 
the tank. Either way the stabul MUST be allowed to infil-
trate the fuel injectors, or trouble will be the result. 
 
TIRES 
Tires are malleable compounds, and will acquire a “flat 
spot” if allowed to sit for a period of time. Or in a worst 
case scenario the flat spot will weaken the tire. 
FUD Bust…There are really 3 schools of thought here. 
1. Get them off the ground 
2. Leave them on the ground, and move the bike every cou-
ple of weeks. 
3. Don’t worry about it. 
The Get-them-off the ground groups subscribe to the no-
tion that if a tire remains motionless for a period of time it 
will get a “flat spot” in its circular shape. A plausible state-
ment, however referring to the “dealers-don’t-change-oil” 
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paradigm, you have to also realize that dealers-don’t-
rotate-tires every 2weeks either. Getting the bike off the 
ground is easy if you have a center stand. You trike own-
ers are pretty much out-of-luck. Your only option is to 
raise the rear end of bike with a jack then place the rear 
axle on Jackstands, or the ever popular cinder blocks. The 
downside to this is I don’t really believe that the front 
fork was meant to bear the entire weight of the trike 
(NOT A GOOD THING). If you support the “raised” 
trike by its front wheel then you’ve now set up the front 
wheel for the flat spot. Lets look at the second option of 
starting the bike and moving it a few inches every couple 
of weeks. Not so fast bucko; doing this ignores one very 

important fact. Starting a gasoline engine and NOT letting 
it achieve operating temperature creates condensation on 
the engine which CAN form acids, and possibly harm the 
engine. No engine will achieve operating temperature in 
the time it takes to move a vehicle 6 inches. So whatever 
harm you are avoiding by moving the bike 
you are creating by not allowing the bike to fully warm 
up. COULD a tire POSSIBLY gain a flat spot from sitting 
on one position? Perhaps, is it worth the effort to move it 
every 2 weeks, or more, possibly not!!! But if you feel 
that you must, please don’t start it, just kick it into neutral 
and push it. 
Third option... Don’t worry about it...take your chances 
 
BATTERY 
You must remove the battery from the bike. Then you 
must put the unit on a charger. No you don’t “Yes you 
do!!!! 
FUD BUSTER… 
If you leave the battery in the bike it WILL discharge it. 
The computer and associated electronics will do this in 
most modern vehicles. The most common method of 
charging a mc battery is the Battery Tender ®. There are 
other units available that will accomplish the “charge-
maintain cycle”, However this unit has set the standard in 
keeping your zap box alive all winter long. Should you 
remove it boils down to personal choice, however you 
must remember that a charging battery will vent some 
fumes. This is ok if your bike is out in the open, but con-
sider if you bike is covered for the winter. You must ask 
yourself where will these acidic fumes go (There’s the 
“A” word again) could the possibly be trapped under the 
cover against the paint or chrome? 
 
 
 
 

SURFACE PREP, COVERING & CRITTER CON-
TROL 
Bike must be protected, but if you cover it with a tarp, or 
even a nose bra will the unit will promote dampness be-
tween the paint and the covering, and fade or discolor the 
surface. Or if the unit is not cleaned prior to storage the 
abrasiveness of the surface dirt will cause micro scratches 
in the finish. Additionally a cover will make a nice nest-
ing area for the neighborhood critters. During a long win-
ter’s night, it is not unusual for a mouse, rat, etc. to take 
up residence in the innards of a Goldwing. 
 
OUTSIDE STORAGE 
If you have to keep your steed outside, for God sake 
COVER IT. A breathable waterproof covering is prefera-
ble. A good washing and a final wax will allow for a more 
slippery surface for the cover, allowing it to move on a 
smooth surface in the event of wind induced movement. 
IF you store your bike out of doors there is the possibility 
that a critter will take up residence under the cover. Cats, 
Rodents, Skunks, Raccoons, Squirrels, and even the occa-
sional Bird, are all looking for places to “hunker down” 
for the winter. A crevice in a covered Goldwing provides 
a wonderful condo for the wayward critters. Damage can 
range from chewed wires, debris in inappropriate places 
(like an air filter, exhaust pipe) chewed seats, or wiring, 
critter POOP, and the occasional carcass of the poor ani-
mal that couldn’t survive the winter. Lets not forget the 
possibility of uncovering your bike and finding a whole 
family of critters born over the winter that have turned 
you bike into a condominium. One thing is certain do not 
use a blanket of a plastic tarp, a blanket will hold moisture 
against the paint, and a tarp will scratch, and also possibly 
hold moisture. 
 
THE FINAL FUD BUST 
You can see there are more ideas about what you should 
do for your bike in the winter. Some are just plain com-
mon sense, some are not so obvious. Covering is a must, 
even if you keep your bike in a garage, dust and dirt will 
settle on it, the instant you open the garage door. Chang-
ing the oil is really a matter of personal preference, one 
thing is for sure, you can never change your oil too much, 
so if your in doubt, go ahead change it. IT can’t hurt, and 
it won’t cost much. Stabil is a must; gasoline has a useful 

shelf life of about 3 months. If you do not preserve it, it 
WILL create varnish / shellac in the engine, and carbure-
tor, and fuel injectors.Repairing this mess can cost hun-
dreds of dollars. Like the ad used to say; “you can pay me 

now, or you can pay me later” 
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Tires are a crap shoot, I personally have never heard of a 
tire that got a flat spot for sitting too much. However if 
you think this is a concern, then once a month kick her 
into neutral, and push it about 4 inches to change the sit 
spot. If you choose to start it, then LET THE BIKE 
WARM UP FULLY . Allowing it to fully warm up will 
allow the moisture in the crankcase to evaporate. Keep 
the critters out of the bike, Mothballs work wonders. 
There has been mixed success using the electronic rat 
chasers. Some have had success putting steel wool in the 
exhaust pipe, (don’t forget to take it out in the spring). 
The bottom line is USE your common sense, protect 
your ride for the winter, and there will be less to fix, and 
keep you from riding in the spring. 

 
 
 
Ron’s comments to add to Claude's comments: 

 
1. Tire "flat spots" are a potential issue with non-
radial (bias ply) tires only. For whatever reason, radial 
tires are far less prone to "taking a shape" when sta-
tionary for a long time. Even with bias ply tires, the 
effect is only temporary. As you ride the bike or trike 
for the first time out of extended storage, you may 
notice a "wump, wump, wump" effect for the first few 
miles that will then go away. No permanent impres-
sion is made on the tire. It is only temporary. All 
GL1800's have radial tires, so no issue there. 

 
2. Consider investing not only in a battery tender, but a 
high quality sealed battery.  More often than not AGM 
Batteries are mistakenly identified as Gel Cell Batter-
ies. Both batteries have similar traits; such as being non 

spillable, deep cycle, may be mounted in any position, 
low self discharge, safe for use in limited ventilation are-
as, and may be transported via Air or Ground safely 
without special handling.  
 
AGM Batteries outsell Gel Cell by at least 100 to 1. 
AGM is preferred when a high burst of amps may be 
required. In most cases recharge can be accomplished by 
using a good quality standard battery charger or engine 
alternator. The life expectancy; measured as cycle life or 

years remains excellent in most AGM batteries if the 
batteries are not discharged more than 60% between re-
charge.  I have yet to have a standard lead acid battery 

last me more than 2 years in any bike. So I get 5 times 
the life for only 50% more in up front cost. 

 
3. Finally, just because the dealers do things a certain 
way, that doesn't mean it's right. After all, their goal is 
to sell you another bike sooner rather than later. It's 
YOUR bike, not theirs, so they are going to do things 
the cheapest and easiest way possible without regard 
to what impact it may have on your ride long term. 
Have you ever heard of a dealer guaranteeing that 
your tires, oil, battery and gas will not fail you the 
moment you take it out of storage? Nope, I didn't 
think so. 
 
- Ron Walldren 
 
A “Veteran” -- whether active duty, discharged, re-
tired, or reserve -- is someone who, at one point in his 
life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The Unit-
ed States of America” for an amount of “up to and 
including his life.”-author unknown 
 



Chapter Director Article continued from page 1: 
 
More Fun, with that being said, we will have an After Holiday Party on January 28, at 4 PM at Trattoria Peppino, 
7440 W North Ave. Elmwood Park  
(http://www.peppinotrattoria .com/).  A $10 gender specific White Ele-
phant grab bag should be brought but, there will not be a DJ, just good 
food and friendship. We hope that everyone can make it.  Sign up please. 
 
February will bring us to Texas Holdem’ and back by popular demand we 
have added dinner at Al’s Char House a little after Valentine’s Day cele-
bration.  More FUN things will be added and this year, you will be able to 
print the monthly calendar off the website.  It will be available as a *pdf 
file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By now all those little twinkling and sparkling lights are up.  The temperatures have dropped and the decorations 
are displayed.  After all, Tis’ the season.  We would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays with wishes for a most 
healthy New Year. Please stay safe in all of your Holiday travels.  REMINDER: Please return your completed 
member survey to me via email by December 8th, or bring it to the meeting 
 
– Tony and Sharon 
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WANTED : 
GL 1800s for our rental program.  
Call Adam at The Zone Honda at  

773-767-7280. 

  
LEATHER VESTS FOR SALE!! 

All state leather 
*basic plain lambskin $30: (1) xl  (2) 2xl 
*braided w/side lace split cow hide$40: (1) m (2) xl (1) 
 3xl 
*plain vest $35: (1) 4xl (1)3xl 
*basic plain buffalo $40: (2)60 (1)56 (1)62 (1)64 
 
Himalaya motor bike wear 
 *light brown w/ sidelace $35: (1)52 (1)54 
*dark brown w/ sidelace $40: (1)52 (1)54 (1) 50 
*black w/ sidelace $35: (1) 52 (1)54 (1) 56 
*black braided $30: (1) l 
*black with zippers on the front and pockets w/ side   
 lace$45: (1) l (1) xl 
 
Any Questions or if interested please contact member 
JoAnn Hallerud at sgervasia@aol.com or newsletter edi-
tor Melanie Doyle at mrsdoyle1982@gmail.com 

Paul Ullrich 
Residential, Rental, Commercial & Fund-
raising 
www.viridian.com/pruenergy 
 
Cell 847-347-5720 
 
Why are you paying more for your Electricity? 
Now you can Go GREEN & Save GREEN 
Independent Viridian Associate #19598 

Melanie Doyle 
Mount Prospect, IL 
mrsdoyle1982@gmail.com 
www.melanie.foreveryhome.net 
 
Come check out my exciting new 
business! With, and without wicks! 
 
Green, Clean, and For Every Home! 

Soy based candles, beautiful soy cube warmers, odor 
eliminators, green cleaners, decorative holders. 
 
See the DIFFERENCE soy candles make! NO        
PETROLEUM based black emissions=clean burn, NO 
black residue, OK for sensitive folks and kids too! 
 
CANDLE DISPLAY/SHOW TO FOLLOW PLAN-
NING MEETING AT TONY & SHARON’S SUN-
DAY DECEMBER 11th, See you there! 



Address Label 

Postage 

CD GWRRA IL-Z2 
Tony & Sharon Sundt 
2641 Willow St. 
Franklin Park, IL 60131  

Chicagoland Wings  
GWRRA Chapter IL-Z2 

Chapter Educator: 
Ron Walldren 

rwalldren@hotmail.com 
847-698-4247 

 
Treasurer: 

Steve Willuweit 
630-484-4138 

 
Newsletter Editor: 

Melanie Doyle 
mrsdoyle1982@gmail.com 

 
Emporium: 

Ken &Debbie Stoffregen 
kstoffregen@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary:  

Danni Schwieger 
wingn2gether@gmail.com 

 

Chapter Directors: 
Tony & Sharon Sundt 

antaknee@aol.com 
 

Asst. Chapter Directors: 
Robert & Char Ullrich 

Ron Morrison 
 

Ride Coordinator: 
John Meyers 

acri83@aol.com 
630-399-0527 

 
Asst. Ride Coordinator: 

Don Schwieger 
swiger2@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Historians: 
Mary & Butch Thielenhouse 

Thouse912@att.net  
 
 

Events Coordinator:  
Doug Koglin 

citymtd@yahoo.com 
 
 

Special Events Coordinator: 
Bill Bijou 

708-544-5792 
 

Ambassador: 
Earl Hobbs 

earlrh@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Webmasters: 
Tony and Sharon Sundt 

antaknee@aol.com 
Visit us on the Web: 

www.ilz2.com 


